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PREFACE. 

t CANNOT help making fome apo- 
J[ logy for the intrufion of this little 
piece, efpecially as the main objeft of 
it, (Encouraging a love of Learning or 
Reading in the minds of children,) is 
excited by fuch rewards and punilh- 
ments, as have been unjuftly condemn- 
ed, but without maturely weighing the 
matter. 

Whatever Simulates children to 
a love of Virtue or Learning, ought al- 
ways to be applied. The experienced 
Phyfician will gild the pill, not only to 
take the eye, but to take the naufeous 
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Vi PREFACE. 

tafte away ; coaches, horfes, (*. lte 
the only things whieh moll engage the 
attention of children; they are theonly 
bleffings their infant undemanding] att 
capable of comprehending ; and if it « 
an evil to promife thefe, it can only be 



r - , away as Ml 

judgment becomes better informed it 
more advanced years. 

But that which Teems mbreinjuriou 
(the reprefenting of hobgoblins, mon- 
gers, &c.) is as Toon confuted as the 
other, (not ill-meant) but ill-judged 
opinion. 

The tempers of children are as va* 
rious as thofe of grown people: fome too 
arc not to be led by promifes : they mull 

have 



viz 



preface. 

• rro . and thofe fuited to 
have threatening » - trc . 

their undemanding, fuch as g 
J endous ideas, and will make an tm- 
preflion on the mind, till they are more 
capable of receiving greater objeft • 
To give ferious threatenings to c 1 ^ 
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partial evil, which wears away as the ^ ren ^ on ^ lafts tlU thCy [ non 

i 1 . 1 11 J «-Vr»n fht“V look upon 



years older, and then they look upon 
all that has been told them, (however 
ferious) only as Bugbears to frighten 
babies. Whereas, the more out of the 
way the objeft s of punilhment are rc- 
prefented in youth, the better will be 
the relifh for fublime truths, when they 
come to maturcr years. 
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| CROP the CONJURER. 

TT ALLOO ! halloo ! halloo! what’s 
**■ ** the matter ? Stand clear : Here 



comes Crop the Conjurer. Now, little 
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io The Wisdom of 

boys and girls, is the time to have 
Fortunes told. 



your 



Prav tell me my Fortune, goodMr. 
Crop , fays Tim Prattle, Your Fortune! 
truly, your Fortune will be tobewhip* 
ped this afternoon. No, no, that will 
be my misfortune ; befides, I am lure 
you don’t know that, for I Hull Hay at 
home, and not go to fchool. Very 
well. Mailer Pratt/e , very well ; but 
you Dull be whipped for all that, fo get 
you gone ; and fo it was ; for though 
Tim did not go to fchool, his father 
flogged him for ftealing fome apples at 
homt* 



Crop the Con J u R e R. u 

1 Should have told you more about 
this famous Crop the Conjurer, it Tim had 
notiloppcdme with his prattle; but now 
having a little leifure, I will make you 
all as wife as myfelf. He is grand-fon 
to old Nurfe Dandlem , who ufed to cut 
h'is hair clofe to his head all round ; for 



- 



I SHOVLD 




Ihe would fay, that thick long hair made 
boys look like dunces. He had the ex- 
traordinary method of telling what 
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would become of any who applied to 

him: nay, he told me I jhould write his 
life, and notone little boy or girl in ten 
read it through, before they had tore it 
to pieces, which, however well it might 
anfwer Mr. MarJhaW s ends who fells this 
book, would anfwer no other end to the 
buyers, than learning them -to keep their 
money in their pockets, . and not to 
bellow books on llovenly children. 

Crop was a very clever fellow, I a f- 
fure you ; and when a very little boy in- 
deed, could read his Primer, or any 
thing elfe he had a mind for. He has a 
great deal of Learning now, and. will 
make any little boy or girl good, if 
they will attend to his inllru&ions. 

. Now 






Crop the Conjurer* 13 
Now pray, Mr. Crop, tell me my 
Fortune, fays Billy Lean-well. Yes, 
and with much pleafure, fays Crop : You 
will be a great man, for you mind your 
book, you lhall have horfes and coaches 
plenty, and every thing you wilh for, 
if you continue in the fame good way 
you are now in. 

Sam Lickfpit was the next : You fltall 
have a great many good thralhings 
for Healing pies, and bread aftd butter^ 
So take care you are not too fond of 
your belly, elfe your breech may pay 
for it ; and this is the reafon why every 
little boy has two eyes and but one 
mouth, that they may fee many nice 
things without wanting to eat them all. 
Aye, but, fays Sam , my mouth is twice 
B 3 as 
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as large as my eyes, and lean eat a 
tart as big as my hand. 

For ctjfard Pd run a whole mile y 
Tbo' it rain'd cats and dogs all the while, 

I mind not the /mart of my breech , 

So I get but a pye in my reach % 

Sam Lickfpit one day when the cook 
was out. Hole into the pantry, and 
with a knife cut the top cruft all round 
the difh of a goofberry-pie ; then tak- 
ing it eat all the infide, and put 
the top on again, fo that nobody knew / 





it till the next day, when it came up to 
table, and his mother was cutting it 
open, Ihe was furprifed to find it empty, 
and immediately laid it on Sam t who 
was ftooping under the table, pretending 
he was picking up a fork that he dropt 
on purpofe. Aye, you may hide your- 
felf, fays his mother, but you fhal| 
have your trimmings, ypu audacious 
wretch, to ferve me in this manner: 
B 4 how 
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1 6 The Wisdom of 

how dare you have the face to look at 
me! 



Sam began to cry, and blubber, and 
snake excufes, denying it all the while, 
t ill at laft fays he, “ You need not 
make fuch a piece of work about a bit 
of pie. I’ll eat the cruft when I’m hun- 
gry,” which he thought was making 
full amends for devouring the infide. 

Well, fays Mr. Crop, I’ll never 
throw away my advice on anyone, nor 
tell any one the way to be good a fecond 
time, if they don’t follow my advice 
the firft. Obftinate boys are like peo- 
ple who walk upon their heads, and 
of covrrfe fee every thing the wrong 
way: they laugh at thofe who walkjn 




Crop the C onjurea* 

their feet, becaufe they fuppofc them- 
{elves treading in the clouds, their heels 
being fo much higher than their pn- 
deritanding. tf they are told to mind 
their book, and they will become great 
men, they think they are great enough 
already, efpecially if they are biggifh 
boys, and can command a few little 
ones at play, as was the cafe with Sam 
Lickjpit, who always had a fhare of the 
' apples, oranges, and other things which 
his play-mates, who were lefs than, 
himfelf, bought ; but if he had any 
thing good of his own, and the boys 
came round him, he would fay, they 
who alk ftiall not have any, and the/ 
who dq not afl;, do not want any. 
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Miss Lydia Lyabed was the next to 
have her Fortune told, and cameftretch- 
ing and yawning to Mr. Crop, who 
knowing her to be juft awake, a&ed 
her if (he was up for the whole day ? at 
£he fame time repeating thefe lines. 

T is a pity to rife when the fun is fo high , 
J, it /con fink down in the Wefer- 

wfifijk 

fben 
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Crop Conjurer. 

7 ben your labour and toil nuill all be in 
vain. 

And your trouble return in undrejfing again . 

Some think thofe beneath them, 
who are not equal to them in rudenefs. 
Mifs Lydia thought all beneath he i*, 
who could not lie in bed as long, and 
have their breakfaft in bed, then take 
another nap till twelve o’clock, and 
then fcold the maid for coming 
to call them. She thought that 
Mr. Crop would have given her at 
Jeaft a coach and fix ; but Crop al- 
ways fpoke the truth, and never flat- 
tered any one: He told her if the 
would enjoy a coach aad f u , {lie muft 
rife in a morning at fix o’clock ; but 
Mifs Lydia thought it ve*£ vulgar to 
C 2 
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On* day as a pour blind man was 
crofling the road. Jack cut a dick out 




of the hedge, fplit itat one end, and then 
put: it on the tail of the dog, that was 
leading the poor man on the fide of a 
ditch, which made the dog yelp and 
cry,, and pull the poor beggar about, 
who knew not what was the matter with 
his dog, therefore could give him no 



afliftance. 




But Jack was not content 
with 
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^ t 0 eaTre P any y ‘Wng b«t y° ur own 

, i a poor blind man, that can 

merit in deceiving a fool » ® 
a Humbling block for the blind had 
«, you led me home, you would then 
indeed have (hewn a right ufe of t e 
I ight you enjoy, and evinced the fu- 
4 erior blefiing you poffefs. My tnfir- 
) Unities, my years, (hould have claimed 
| this, and an old man’s obligation would 
I „ave hleffed you a boy, for doing what 
was your duty* 

This had a very little effeft on Jack 4 
who called Mopfy to him, and ran 
home, leaving the poor man to do the 
beft for himielf. 

It 












28 The Wisdom ,f 

It was not long after, that i„ , 
very dark night, he and a wicked 
companion faw a poor old woman 
coming up the town where he lived 
with a lan thorn ; they contrived to 
throw a long cord over a high figti. 
poll. Jack had hold of one end with 
a hook fattened to it ; his companion 
had hold of the other, and flood in a 
dark corner fome di fiance off ; fo wher . 
the poor old woman came clofe tc 
Jack, he pretended he had loft a 
halfpenny, and the good-natured wo- 
man lending her lanthorn to him, 
he failened it to the hook, and hal- 
looed out loud> Now for’t! which 
his companion hearing, inflantly hauled 
up the lanthorn to the top of the fign* 

pod, then faftened the ftring to a 

nail 



thi Conjurer. 





nail, and ran home ; leaving the poor 
woman to find her way in the dark. 

Thus you fee, that the fame bo y 
who could not pity blindnefs and po- 
verty, had no reverence for old age, 
or refpcd for good-nature. The wo- 
man’s kindnefs was equally the fame 
in lending the lanthorn, whether Jack 
really loft, or only pretended tolofe the 
halfpenny $ 
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halfpenny ; yet, he who led the blind 
put of the way, took from the aged 
woman what little light her contrivance 
fyad afiifted her with. 

Now I think there needs no con- 
jurer to tell what will become Q f 
Jack Wildhoy , or any other boy who 
follows his example. Mr. Crop , there- 
fore, declines giving his opinion in 
a cafe which is rendered To very plaip 
and eafy by his naughty life, but 
will prefently fet before them another 
cafe of a good boy, which though 
any one may be allured will end in 
happinefs, yet none can tell how many 
pleafurcs and paltimes he will enjoy. 



Cb0 f the c °n j V*er. 3 1 
; s there a little boy o r 
•Twho loves bad apples or plums, 

° r refpea h thera * 
much lefs will they encourage them. 

Mr. Crop will have nothing to 
fay to any one who does not leam 
his book without murmuring, and go 
to fchool cheerfully ; not wanting 
bread and butter to carry with him, 
or afking for halfpence to buy clier- 
r ies, or marbles to play with by the 
way, a trick Mr. Crop knows many 
hoys to be guilty of : Some too, after 
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Eajler , Chriftmas , or Whitfuntide ho- 
lidays, have been very unwilling to 
go to fchool again ; infomuch, that 
fome one has been forced to go and 
make an excufe to their mailer for 
their not having got their talk, which 
is ufing them to very bad habits ; 
for if they are excufed at Eajler , 
they will want the fame indulgence 
3t Whitfuntide ; and when Chriftmas 
r comes 



Crop tU Conjurer. 33 
comes, will think it very cruel to have 
a talk to get. 

Now I mull inform fuch idle boys, 
that by fuch practices, they will lofe 
three months out of twelve, be look- 
ed upon as great dunces, and let ail 
the little boys get before them ; but 
this is not all, for they will be obliged 
w go to fchool till they are fifteen 
or fixteen years old, which is a very 
fad fight indeed. It was not fo with 
Tom Trot ; no, no, he could get up in a 
morning, and learn as much before 
breakfaft as moll boys could in a whole 
day. This is the good boy Mr. Crop 
promifed a little while ago to give you 
fome account of, 

C Cm* i 
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Tom Trot , notwithflanding what 
any one may fay to the contrary, 
was fo called from the vaft progrefs 
he made in Learning. He was Toon 
through the Primer, and trotted over 
the Spelling-Book with more eafe 
than my Lord Winbet's courfer would 
over the Kentifh hills ; and though 
Giles Gingerbread was faid to gallop 
through his gingerbread books, yet I 
can allure you, it was but a fnail’s 
gallop, v/hen compared to Tom Trot • 
T om Trot was as poor as he, and ufed 
to watch round the field of Farmer 
Rye, with a pair of clappers in his 
hand to frighten the birds from the 
corn. He was the author of the fol- 
lowing fong, which he fung as he 
fat in the field, 

beware 
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T>EWAR E birds and crows , 
For here come the clappers , 

Fo knock you down backwards : 
Beware birds and crows . < 

Tom Trot fays beware, 

For he has the dappers , 

To knock you. down backwards : 
Tom Trot fays beware . 
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hired him to teach his little boy to 
read ; which was a much better em- 
ployment than frightening crows, and 
which drew upon him the ill-natured 
nicknames of many boys, who could 
not bear to fee him taken notice of, 
while they received no mark of fa- 
vour from any one. They would call 
him Old Tom, and Scarecrow ; bat this 
Tom had too great to mind, and 

only 
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1v laughed at them for their envy, at 

the fame time repeating ^feline.. 
A ,l,io/e who love Learning : and rules. 

Mull hear with the envy of foe s , 

And they that true wifdom would haw. 
Will five an offence to the knave. 

Tom’s fcholar was not fo bright 
as himfelf, and was a long while be. 
fore he could fay his A, B, C ; which 
when he had learned, Tom fet the 
alphabet in verfc, repeating it firfl m 
this manner, 

A Apple, B Bear, 

C Cuftard, D Dear. 

Now, fays Tom, fay that. Aye, fays 
Jack, for that was his name : 



A Apple, B Cuftard, 
C Dear, D Bear, 

C 4 
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and thought himfelf a very clever 
fellow when Tern laughed at him $ 
but Tom only laughed at his igno- 
rance* 

Tom finding he could make no- 
thing of him, gave him up, and would 
not teach him any longer, but ad. 
vifed his father to make a chimney- 
fweeper of him ; for though, fays he* 



Conjurer. 4* 
%ck will not climb up the Hill of 
Learning, he may get up a chimney 
«|I enough; and though he will not 
When his head with fenfe, he may 
carry a good load of foot upon his 
back. Jack’s father took Tom Trot’s 
advice, and put him apprentice to Black* 
Irujh, who lived at the bottom of the 
town. Only fee what a pretty figure 
he cuts ! 
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This is the reward of idlenefj, 
and every one that will not mind hi! 
book, fhould be fcrved fo if I was King, 
faid Tom Trot . 
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who love loitering and play , 

Jlnd throwing advice away ; 

They mufi without /upper go. 

And plum-cakes and pancakes too . 




Jack’s father now took Tom as 
his fon, and bought him all the books 
in the world ; which Tom made very 
good ufe of, but never eat them, as 
Giles Gingerbread did his ; nor did he 
dog’s ear them, or dirty them. Tom 
purfued his ftudies, and foon publilh- 
ed many pieces for the amufement of 
good children. 

TTE that would merry be, 

^ Mu ft learn his A, B, C ; 

And he that would foon grow wife. 

At fix o’clock muft rife • 



Crop the conjurer, after having 
told this ftory of Tom Trot , took h,i» 
leave of all the little boys and girls 
• who were Handing round to hear it, 
and immediately fet off to fome other 
town, for the fame purpole of ad- 
vidng all good children to love Learn- 
ing. 

I now muft take ray leave with 
the fame advice, hoping that many 
My be made better by the induc- 
tion contained in this little book, af- 
faing every good child, that Learning 

is 
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is the only way to make them be. 
loved and refpefted by all, and ufe- 
ful, by informing the underftandings 
©f thofe who know not fo much as 
themfelves. 



THE END. 
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